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CITY OF NEWPORT 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 13, 2021 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

A regular meeting of the Newport Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) was held at City 

Hall on October 13, 2021.  

 

Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Bailey at 5:05 p.m.   

 

Roll Call 

 

The following voting members were present: Jo Bailey, Beverly Bartl, Bill Sumner and Penny 

Duff.  Fred Leimbek was absent 

 

Robert Vogel (preservation planning consultant) and Kevin Chapdelaine (council liaison) were 

also present. 

 

Secretary’s report 

 

The minutes of the August 11, 2021 regular meeting were unanimously approved.   

 

CLG annual report 

 

Preservation Planner Vogel distributed copies of the city’s Certified Local Government (CLG) 

annual report for the federal fiscal year ending September 30, 1021.  The National Historic 

Preservation Act was amended by Congress in 1980 to provide for the certification of local 

government heritage preservation programs by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 

and the Secretary of the Interior.  To be a CLG, a local government program must enforce 

appropriate state and local preservation legislation, establish a qualified heritage preservation 

commission (HPC), provide for adequate public participation in its activities, maintain a system 

for the survey and inventory of significant heritage resources, and perform other functions 

delegated to it by the SHPO.  In Minnesota, one of the required functions is to submit an annual 

report at the end of each federal fiscal year.  Vogel stated that the City of Newport had been a 

CLG since 1994 and participation in the program had enabled it to use federal funds for a wide 

range of preservation planning, management and educational activities. 

 

Digital bookshelf 

 

The commission discussed plans for creating an online digital library of reports, plans and other 

documents generated by the HPC.  Virginia Yelland’s centennial history book represented the 

first publication made available to the public for downloading from the city’s website.  The 

consensus of the HPC was to assemble the following publications in PDF format so that they can 

be posted to the city website when it is revised and updated next year: The Heritage of Women & 
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Children in Newport, Minnesota (2002), Historic Resource Survey of the Newport Riverfront 

(2009), Newport Library Heritage Resource Management Plan (2011), Newport Train Tower 

Heritage Resource Management Plan (2011), Newport Village Hall Heritage Resource 

Management Plan (2011), Heritage Resources Inventory Map (2016), and Intensive Survey of 

Mid-Twentieth Century Heritage Resources in the City of Newport (2018).  Members also 

expressed interest in making maps, photographs and other historical documents available online. 

 

Heritage resources inventory 

 

Commissioners reviewed the recently updated heritage resources inventory, which is the list of 

buildings, sites, structures and objects which the city considers historically significant and 

therefore worthy of preservation. The following properties have been designated Newport 

Heritage Landmarks by the City of Newport: 

• Historic Newport Baptist Church (Newport Public Library & Community Center), 405 7th 

Avenue 

• House, 280 Second Avenue (Historic Armstrong-Yelland House) 

• Historic CM&StP Railroad Switching Tower (Train Tower), 600-block of 7th Avenue, 

behind Newport City Hall 

• Red Rock Cemetery, east end of Cemetery Road 

• Historic Kaposia Mission Building (Kavanaugh Log Cabin), on grounds of Newport 

United Methodist Church, 1596 11th Avenue 

• Historic Inyan-Sa (Red Rock), on grounds of Newport United Methodist Church, 1596 

11th Avenue  

• Historic James H. Huganin House, 597 4th Avenue 

• Historic F. A. Marko Riverfront, 121 Tenth Street 

 

By ordinance (City Code Chapter 11, Section 1160), a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

approved by the Heritage Preservation Commission is required before any city permit is issued 

for the purposes of demolition, moving a building, or new construction in relation to any of the 

properties listed above. 

The inventory also includes the following properties which have been determined eligible for 

Heritage Landmark designation by the HPC but have not been officially registered as landmarks 

by the city council:   

• Historic J. V. Bailey House (Bailey Nurseries Office), 1325 Bailey Road  

• Historic Farmers Terminal State Bank (Central Bank), 2104 Hastings Avenue  

• Historic Grove Street Overlook, Mississippi River at end of 10th Street  

• Historic Riverwood Overlook, Mississippi River at end of 12th Street 

• Historic Oliver Street Overlook, Mississippi River at end of Park Place 

• Historic Sheldon-Durand Mill (Mill Pond Site), Mississippi River bounded by 9th Street, 

7th Street, and 2nd Avenue 

• Newport Elementary School, 851 6th Avenue 

• Historic Ruel Parker House, 311 7th Avenue  

• Pioneer Memorial Park, 7th Avenue and 6th Street 
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• Main Street Steamboat Landing, Mississippi River at end of 6th Street 

• Newport Village Hall, 610 7th Avenue 

• Newport Cemetery, north side of Highway 10-61 

• Historic William Fowler House (Acker House), 615 4th Street 

 

These properties are considered significant heritage preservation resources for planning 

purposes.  It is city policy that before any city permits are issued, the Heritage Preservation 

Commission must be given the opportunity to review and comment on projects involving any of 

the properties listed above. 

Preservation Planner Vogel advised the HPC that no further action was required at this time due 

to the fact that the inventory had not changed since the list was last updated in 2018.  In response 

to a question from member Sumner, he stated that the “historic” names used in the inventory list 

reflect the protocol for naming historic preservation resources used by the National Register of 

Historic Places.  Several Newport heritage sites are commonly known by other names, such as 

the “Log Cabin” and the “Train Tower,” which inevitably causes some confusion.  The spelling 

of Native American names is also not always consistent. 

Postcards 

Chairperson Bailey inquired about the status of reprinting the HPC postcards.  Vogel stated he 

had not been able to find any of the original Virginia Yelland drawings but hoped to find 

someone who could photo-shop the artwork for printing reproductions. 

Council liaison report 

Councilman Chapdelaine reported on the roll-out of the new city logo, expected to take place 

next year in order to coincide with the completion of the new city hall.  He also provided the 

commission with an update on the ongoing conversations between city officials, state agencies, 

and other interested parties on the possibility of using funds from the 3M PFAS groundwater 

pollution settlement to finance acquisition and development of certain riverfront properties in 

Newport, with the goal of increasing public access and recreational use of the Mississippi River.  

Several local heritage preservation resources have been mentioned in these discussions.  There 

was discussion of the possibility of using federal CLG and state Legacy program historic 

preservation grant funds to purchase signs for identifying and interpreting riverfront heritage 

sites for public use.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:07 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Robert C. Vogel 
Preservation Planning Consultant 

 


